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On the studies of sympatric gorillas and chimpanzees. Suchisa KURODA (School of Humman

Cultures, The University of Shiga Prefecture)
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Long Way to Regeneration of Tropical Forests. Akira MIYAWAKI (Director, Japanese Center

for International Studies in Ecology (JISE))

This is a short comment about a project of tropical rain forest regeneration along with my personal

research history.

The method of regeneration is dense and mixed planting of seedlings from the major species of

the regional potential natural vegetation, following the ecological scenario.
The planting site was 800 hectares of the Bintulu campus of the University of Agriculture,

Malaysia (Sarawak State of Borneo), which had been barren from shifting cultivation. The project
commenced in 1990. We cultivated potted seedlings of 91 species with fully developed rootsystem.
Many of them were Shorea, Hopea, Dryobalanops from Dipterocarpaceae species, which are the

potential natural vegetation of the area. In 6 years they have grown to a young forest with a 7 to 10

meter-high crown.

It was generally said, even among vegetation scientists, that regenaration of tropical rain forests

was almost impossible. But we could prove it to be achievable according to the ecological method.

This project stemmed from the results of restoring native forests by native trees in about 600

locations throughout Japan.
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(Forest fires in Indonesia)

AT LB -BRXT FTMD5DHE
A report from West Sumatra
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A report from East Kalimantan
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