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Recent Shrinkage of Lake Chad - A Preliminary Note. Hiroshi KADOMURA (Dept. Geogr., Fac.

Let., Rissho Univ., Tokyo)

The mean lake level of the Chad, situated on the south side of the Sahara, dropped from ca.282m
in the early 1960s to ca. 279m in the 1990s. Its area shrank from 25,000-20,000km? to 1,500-1,200km?
in the last 30 years. This lowering and the shrinkage of the lake have caused by the drastic decrease in

the influx from the Chari-Logone which rises to the southern humid areas. The decrease in the Chari-

Logone discharge has undoubtedly resulted from a long-lasting drought condition in the catchment

area, particularly in the middle to upper reaches. The annual influx to the lake in the 1990s is less than

50% of that in the early 1960s. This decrease is too great to account for the decrease only in the

catchment precipitation. Possible effect of large-scale paddy rice field irrigation projects in the middle

to lower Chari-Logone on the Lake Chad water balance should deserve special attention.
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18-13 ka BP 0 0 Maley, 1981
7-5 ka BP ¢. 330,000 >320 >40 Mega-Tchad Schnieder, 1994
1850-1870 20,000-25,000 284 c4 Grand Tchad Thilo, 1928
1904-1915 12,000-13,000 282 cls Petit Tchad Tilho, 1928
1917-1919 15,000-20,000 281 c3 Tchad normal Tilho, 1928
1962 22,600 283.5 4.05 Tchad normal Carmouze, 1967
1972 18,000 280.4 2.35 Carmouze, 1967
1982.3.21 1,600% 279.5 thlii3h., 1994
1985.5.1 1,570* <279 Bauvilain, 1989
1991.3.13 1,200* 279.0 FUiED, 1994
1995.5.24 1,356* 279.7 MSSL-WCMC-UNEP, 1996
1995.9.2 1,355* 278.4 MSSL-WCMC-UNEP, 1996
1995.10.8 1,408* 279.1 MSSL-WCMC-UNEP, 1996

kaBP : F4ERl. AfL : Bol (¥ : #k278m) DERHMl7— ¥, #Landsat, * NOAAT— ¥ .
MSSL-WCMC-UNEP: Global Lake & Catchment Conservation Database
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Climatology of Indonesian "Maritime Continent” from the Viewpoint of Earth-Environmental
Science. Manabu D. YAMANAKA (Radio Atmospheric Science Center, Kyoto University)
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Field Laboratory-1
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Simple method for measuring light conditions by photosensitive diazo paper. Toshihiro
YAMADA (Department of Biology, Faculty of Science, Osaka City University )
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