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Diversity and host plant specificity of Epilachnine ladybird beetles in Indonesia.
Haruo KATAKURA (Graduate School of Science, Hokkaido University), Susumu NAKANO
(Faculty of Commercial Sciences, Hiroshima Shudo University) & Sih KAHONO (Bogor Zoological

Museum)

Twenty five species of epilachnine ladybird beetles, including some undescribed ones, were collected

from Java and Sumatra during 1981 to 1998. They incluced eleven species of "Henosepilachna",

thirteen species of "Epilachna", and one species of the genus A fidenta. "Epilachna" species were

further assigned to four species groups. Each taxonomic group of the epilachnines tended to utilize a

particular taxonomic group of host plants. Incipient sympatric host race formation or speciation was

suggested for Epilachna vigintioctopunctata, E. sp. 3, E. orthofasciata, and a sibling species pair

Epilachna sp. Hand E. sp. L.
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